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necessity for their participation in the Great War. It was a 
result of that policy that the war, a European quarrel originating 
obscurely in petty dynastic ambition, in greedy economic rivalry, 
and in base national hatred, was transformed by the entrance 
of the United States into a world conflict with the united forces 
of democracy and international peace ranged squarely against 
autocracy and continued world struggle. It was a result of that 
policy that the United States, — not England, not France, not 
even new Russia, — became the leader, the bearer of the 'great 
light for the guidance of the nations,' in the magnificent new 
venture of democracy to league the peoples of the world together 
to serve the ends of peace and justice." 

The treatment is scholarly, clear, interesting, impartial. Great 
events affecting the future history of the world have followed one 
another with such bewildering rapidity that it has been difficult 
indeed for even the thoughtful, conscientious observer to judge 
adequately the various acts of the Wilson administration and 
to see them all as ordered parts of a consistent whole. The 
authors of this book have performed a real service in presenting 
so clear and compact an analysis of the causes leading the Presi- 
dent to carry us into the war. As a trustworthy guide to con- 
temporary history and politics the book ought to secure an 
immediate place in the colleges, high schools, and public libraries 
throughout the country. Certainly no one, except those too 
bitterly partisan or too intellectually small, can read this book 
without a keener appreciation of Mr. Wilson's moral character 
and broad statesmanship. 

The Danish West Indies Under Company Rule (1671-1754). By 
Waldemar Westergaard. New York : The Macmillan Company. 1917. 
Pp. xxiv-359. #2.50. 

This volume appeals to two interests. One is purely scholarly, 
in that it outlines with a wealth of detail a phase of European 
colonial policy in the West Indies. Its other interest is that of 
patriotic inquisitiveness ; for the Danish West Indies have 
recently come into the possession of the United States. 

Dr. Westergaard treats at length the various problems of 
Danish colonization, international politics, colonial government, 
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economic development, and intercolonial relations. Faithful to 
the spirit of the careful investigator he refrains from comparisons 
and generalizations. However, some unprinted conclusions must 
unconsciously rise to the mind of every careful reader. One of 
these is that Denmark was never a colonizing power, for a 
majority of the settlers were not Danish but Dutch. As in the 
early English experiments, the method of colonization was a 
chartered company, the Danish West India Company, after 1697 
the Danish West India and Guinea Company. The corporation 
engaged in both commercial and planting operations. Its policy 
was rigidly monopolistic, placing discriminatory taxes and duties 
on the private planter. Economic prosperity was incidental, the 
only period of marked profit being that of the War of the Spanish 
Succession, when Danish neutrality enabled the planters to amass 
wealth by trade with the privateers of the belligerent nations. 
On the other hand, there were certain similarities to English 
experience, notably the difficulty in securing governors of ability 
and integrity and the demand of the planters for participation in 
the government. The ultimate result was that the Crown as- 
sumed direct control of the islands in 1754. 

Economic development was also conditioned by the labor 
problem. Efforts at utilizing white labor failed, and resort was 
had to negro slavery. Dr. Westergaard devotes two chapters to 
the slave trade and the relation of master and slave. The 
principal industry, the production of sugar and its problems, is 
also well described. An interesting incident of economic policy 
was the experiment of the Great Elector of Prussia, who leased 
a plantation in St. Thomas and also engaged in the slave trade. 

The distinctive characteristic of the book is the wide use of 
manuscript material. The archives of the Danish West India 
Company have been freely exploited, also manuscripts in the 
Danish State Archives, the Royal Library and municipal ar- 
chives at Copenhagen, as well as those of the Bancroft Collection 
of the University of California. An extensive appendix includes 
lists of governors and stockholders, charters, reporters, and in- 
ventories of slaves and agricultural products. The volume is 
the first of three on the history of the islands from 1671 to the 
present time; however, a supplementary chapter is added on the 
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period from 1754 to 19 1 7. Professor Morse Stephens contributes 
an introduction, the volume being also a doctoral dissertation 
accepted by the University of California. On the whole, Dr. 
Westergaard's work is a distinct contribution to the meagre 
historical literature of the West Indies. Wm. K. Boyd. 

Shakesperean Playhouses. A History of English Theatres from the 
Beginning to the Restoration. By Josiah Quincy Adams. Boston and 
New York : Houghton Mifflin Company. $3.50 postpaid. 

Although valuable studies of the methods of dramatic repre- 
sentation in the time of Shakespeare have been published and 
though much light has been thrown on the conditions of the 
Elizabethan stage, this book is the first attempt at a connected 
history of the playhouses themselves since Ordish's Early 
London Theatres in the Fields, 1894. Excellent as his book is, 
Ordish covered only a part of the field and discussed only six 
playhouses. The present volume, after preliminary chapters on 
"The Inn-yards" and "The Hostility of the City," takes up 
The Theatre, The Curtain, The First Blackfriars, St. Paul's, The 
Bankside and the Beargarden, Newington Butts, The Rose, The 
Swan, The Second Blackfriars, The Globe, The Fortune, The 
Red Bull, Whitefriars, The Hope, Rosseter's Blackfriars (or 
Porter's Hall), The Phoenix or Cockpit or Drury Lane, Salisbury 
Court, The Cockpit-in-Court (or Theatre Royal at Whitehall), 
devoting a chapter to each one. The final chapter deals with 
Miscellaneous Playhouses. As one reads the accounts of these 
various theatres one cannot withhold his admiration for the faith, 
courage, persistence, and energy of such men as the Burbages, 
Henslowe, Alleyn, Phillips, and Shakespeare himself, who in 
the face of discouragement and violent opposition, constructed 
their playhouses, perfected their organizations, and made possible 
the presentation of the plays of Shakespeare, Marlowe, and other 
great playwrights of the day. Driven from place to place by the 
hostility of the city authorities and of the neighboring property 
holders, with their buildings frequently destroyed by fire, the 
various theatrical companies had a hard struggle for existence. 
Particularly interesting is the history of the Globe Theatre, with 
its carefully planned organization of an interlocking directorate 



